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without further delay, as seriously prejudicial to the
kingdom."

There was one way by which Liibeck could retain
In leading strings the " vassals/3 as she proudly called
them, who had grown over her head. This was by
means of their still unpaid debts* But Gustavus
worked unremittingly towards attaining this end.
His country, which was poor, had been yet further
impoverished by wars, but still he succeeded, by
means of heavy taxation, in raising supplies. He
taxed everything that he could think of. It is said
even hazel-nuts were subjected to this burden. Nay
he even persuaded various towns and communes to
melt down their church bells in order to expunge the
national debt. By these trenchant means he suc-
ceeded in reducing it to a small amount by the year
1532, and then threatened the Hansa with yet more
repressive measures, if they ventured to persist in
claiming their ancient privileges.

No wonder that the ill-humour of the Liibeckcrs
grew from day to day, and that they used to say to
each other, " This is our thanks for having made an
ox driver a king."

But Gustavus never swerved from his fixed resolve
to make an end of Hanseatic privileges and mono-
polies as far as concerned his kingdom. By the time
of his death in 1560 the power of the League was
broken in Sweden beyond all hope or possibility of
revival.